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-I~ UNIVERSITY OF - SOUTHERN MAINE usm 
Department of Theatre presents 
The Bear and 
The Proposal 
two one-act plays 
by Anton Chekhov 
Directed by Thomas Power 
October 1-4 
Main Stage, Russell Hall 
USM Gorham Campus 
Produced by special arrangement with Dramatists Play Service, Inc. 
Director's Note 
Chekhov may be better known for his drama but we love him more 
for his comedies. Keeping in mind that these plays were written and 
first produced in about 1890, we are reminded of the short distance 
we have come in terms of some of our personal relationships. 
Chekhov's women are strong, his men think they are and he found 
these characteristics as funny as we do. Across the centuries men 
and women laugh at the human condition and our frequently comic 
interactions. We bring these two plays to you in the costume of the 
period and hopefully with a universality of character. 
Thomas A. Power 
UPCOMING IN RUSSELL HALL ... 
Tea and Sympathy 
By Robert Anderson 
Directed by William Steele 
November 6-15, 2009 
In this taut, 1953 coming-of-age drama, a sensitive teenage boy named Tom 
endures the cruelty and suspicion of his teachers and classmates as they taunt 
and ridicule him at a stuffy private boys' academy. The only one who seems to 
understand, to offer any sympathy, is Laura, the evasive he2-dmaster's young, 
compassionate wife. 
November 6, 7, 12, 13, 14 at 7:30 p.m. and November 8, 15 at 2 p.m. 
A special "after work" show November 11 at 5 p.m., all tickets $5 
Dance USM! 
Artistic Director Maria Tzianabos 
December 10-13, 2009 
Student dancers, choreographers and designers share the spotlight with seasoned 
professionals in USM's annual celebration of bodies in motion. Stories are 
woven with sound, costume, light and movement in this evening of original 
works. 
December 10, 11, 12 at 7:30 p.m. and December 13 at 2 p.m. 
and much more! 
www .usm.maine.edu/theatre 
Tickets: (207)780-5151 
The Bear and The Proposal 
By Anton Chekhov 
Director 











The Bear - Russian Manor 
The Proposal - Russian Farmhouse 
Special Thanks 













Please, no photographs are allowed during the performance. 
Please turn off all electronic devices as a courtesy to the actors and 
other audience members. 
Produced by special arrangement with Dramatists Play Service, Inc. 
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Joshua Adams- Lomov 
Josh is a third year theatre major from Amesbury, Massachusetts, and is happy 
to be on the main stage again. Previous credits include "Greg" in Sylvia, "Mr. 
Stanley" in The Man Who Came to Dinner, and "Mr. Martin" in Bald Soprano. 
Thank you for coming and enjoy! 
Jacob Cote- Luka 
Jake is a sophomore theatre major at the University of Southern Maine, and is 
very excited to make his main stage debut. You may have seen Jake last 
semester in Neil Labute's The Distance From Here; or over the summer in 
Belfast as the villainous Bill Sykes in Oliver! As always he thanks his family 
for their undying support. 
Matthew Defiore- Smirnov 
Matthew is a sophomore theatre major at The University of Southern Maine. 
His previous roles at USM include "The Milkman" in Moonchildren, "The 
Deputy" in The Man Who Came To Dinner, and "Jack" in Jack and Jill. He is 
thrilled to have his first lead role on the mainstage here at USM. 
Sarah Dube- Natalya 
After transferring from UMF in 2007, Sarah is going into her fourth year of 
schooling at USM. She is originally from good old Northern Maine, the very 
top of Aroostook County to be exact, but is pleased to be in the Portland area. 
Sarah's most recent performances in the past few years have included roles in The 
Diviners, Birdbath, and The Man Who Came to Dinner. She also dabbles in 
technical theater where she has most recently stage managed for Steve, assistant 
stage managed for Suor Angelica and Gianni Schicchi, and was a dresser for 
Moonchildren. Enjoy the show! 
Samuel Rapaport- Chubukov 
Sam is no stranger to USM's Theatre department. As a freshman, he made his 
way onto the Maine stage in last fall's The Man Who Came to Dinner. Later in 
the year he portrayed "Officer Bream" in the ensemble cast of Moonchildren and 
capped off the season as "Lucky" in a black box production of Waiting for 
Godot. Throughout his years at Bangor High School, Samuel was active in 
musicals and straight plays alike. He has held musical leads in such productions 
as Les Miserables, Aida, Bye, Bye, Birdie & Oliver! Samuel has been a member 
of three One-Act Play Competition ensembles (the third of which, Still Life, 
placed first at one of 2008's Regional Festivals). Samuel has also successfully 
written and directed a few short plays and plans to broaden his writing and 
performance repertoire here at USM. 
Ellen Elizabeth White- Popova 
Ellen is in her second semester at USM and this is her first main stage 
production. She is a theatre major, and was featured last semester as Jen in the 
SPA show The Distance from Here. Ellen's work outside of the University 
includes Leading Ladies (Lakewood Theatre), A Midsummer Night's Dream 
(Fenix Theatre Company) and currently, Rabbit Hole (Gaslight Theatre). 
Artistic Staff 
Thomas A. Power- Director 
Tom is a professor of Theatre at the University of Southern Maine where he 
teaches acting, directing and playwriting. As the artistic director of the 
nationally recognized Children's Theatre of Maine during the 1970's, he authored 
many of the plays performed by that professional company. Professor Power 
collaborated with Kurt Vonnegut Jr. in a re-write of one of Vonnegut's plays, 
Happy Birthday, Wanda June and staged a number of Vonnegut's other works 
during the 1980's with notable actors including Tony Shalhoub (Monk). One of 
Power's original musicals was the winner of the 1990 Moss Hart Award and was 
based on the life of the Irish pirate queen, Grace O'Malley. Grannia has been 
performed in Equity and non-Equity national venues. His full-length play, 
Small Talk, won the Vermont Playwrights Award in 2007. Tom is a member 
of the Dramatist Guild. 
Shannon Zura- Scenic and Lighting Design 
Shannon Zura most recently designed sound for Philadelphia Shakespeare 
Company's Romeo and Juliet and Taming of the Shrew, and the lights for the 
world premiere of House, Divided at InterAct Theatre Company, Portland Stage 
Company's Longfellow: A Life in Words, and Delaware Theatre Company's 
Retreat from Moscow and The Syringa Tree. She has previously designed the 
lights and sound for InterAct Theatre Company's productions of Kiss of the 
Spider Woman and American Sublime. In March 2005, Shannon was featured 
in Stage Directions Magazine's salute to outstanding women in theatre. 
Shannon holds an MFA in Lighting Design from Temple University and is 
currently teaching lighting and sound design at the University of Southern 
Maine. 
Desiray Roy- Costume Designer 
Desiray is a 4th year theatre major from Little Deer Isle, Maine. This is her first 
period-based and second mainstage costume design. Her most recent designs 
include SPA's spring '09 production of The Distance From Here, by Neil 
Labute, and Sam Shepard's, Fool For Love, both for which the American 
College Theater Festival nominated her to compete in the design competition. 
Some of her other costume designs include multiple designs for Dance USM, the 
School of Music's production of The Spirit of Reindeer, and Death and the 
Maiden by Ariel Dorfman. 
Danny Gay- Sound Design 
Danny is a senior theatre major from Newcastle, ME. Past USM design credits 
include the Student Performing Artists' The Distance From Here (scenic design), 
Dance USM's "A Constant State of Desire" (sound design), Waiting For Godot 
(lighting design) in the lab theatre, the Student Performing Artists' Five Flights 
(scenic design), and SPA's Beyond Therapy (lighting design). Enjoy the show! 
Kris Hall- Costume Director is returning to USM for her 9th season. Her 
costume design work can be seen this month in Portland Stage's production of 
Third by Wendy Wasserstein. Other design credits include Julius Caesar at 
Portland Stage; Pump Boys and Dinettes at Maine State Music Theatre; Doubt 
and Almost Maine at the Public Theatre in Lewiston; Suor Angelica and The 
Tempest at USM as well as the feature length independent film Mr. Barrington. 
Her work as a multimedia artist is featured in Add Verb Production's new play 
Major Medical Breakthrough which debuts this month at the International 
Conference on Violence, Abuse and Trauma in San Diego, CA. Kris received 
her BA in Political Science from USM and her MF A in Studio Art from 
MECA. She also attended the Skowhegan School of Painting and Sculpture in 
2006. 
Perry Fertig- Technical Director 
Perry has been working in professional theater for the last eleven years in 
Philadelphia and around the world. Perry has worked for Ursinus College, 
Philadelphia Live Arts and Fringe Festivals, the Philadelphia Theatre Company 
and is a Flying Director for Foy Inventerprises. 
Sebastian Ascanio • Stage Manager 
Sebastian is a junior theatre major here at the USM Gorham Campus. His 
primary degree concentration is stage management. Past USM credits include 
The Student Written One-Acts, in which he received an Irene Ryan nomination 
through the American College Theatre Festival; he played the role of "Peter 
Kingsley" in City of Angels, stage managed his first show The Bald Soprano, in 
our black box theatre and assistant stage managed Fool for Love. Most recently 
he had the opportunity to be Assistant Lighting Designer for USM's Operas 
Suor Angelica & Gianni Schicchi. This past summer he attended the Readers 
Theatre Institute Workshop in Toronto with Dr. Walter Stump. Sebastian is 
proud to be stage managing the Chekhov one-acts and wishes to thank the 
theatre department for all their love and support. Sebastian is signed on to stage 
manage the second set of One-Acts in the spring (Madwitch & !nook), directed 
by Dr. Assunta Kent. 
Caitlin O'Reilly-Assistant Stage Manager 
Caitlin O'Reilly is a sophomore musical theatre major from Farmington, ME. 
She will soon be seen in upcoming USM productions as "Marcy" in The 25th 
Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, "Poopsie" in The Pajama Game, Dance 
USM!, and not seen in Tea and Sympathy (make-up assistant). 
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The l(ennedy Center 
THE JOHN F. KENNEDY CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS 
The Kennedy Center American College Theater Festival,. 
XLII 
sponsored in part by 
Stephen and Christine Schwarzman 
The Kennedy Center Corporate Fund 
U.S. Department of Education 
The National Committee for the Perfom1ing Arts 
Dr. Gerald and Paula McNichols Foundation 
11tis production is entered in the Kennedy Center American College 111eater Festival (KCACTF). 
The aims of this national theata education program are to identify and promote quality in college-level 
theater production. To this end, each production entered is eligible for a response by a regional KC ACTF 
representative, and selected students and faculty are invited to participate in KCACTF programs 
invohing scholarships, internships, grant,; and award<:: for actors, directors, dram.aturgs, playwrights, 
designers, stage managers and critics at both the regional and national levels. 
Productions entered on the Participating k·vcl arc eligible for inclu.~ion at the KC ACTF regional 
festival and can also be consid1..-red for invitation to the KCACTF national festival at the John F. Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, DC in the spring of 2010. 
Last year more tltan 1,300 productions Wt!rc cntL.TCd in the KCACTF involving more than 
200,000 students natiom1,,idc. By entering this production. our theiltcr department is sharing in the 
KCACTF goals to recognize::, reward, and celebratt: the exemplary work produced in college and 
university theaters across the nation. 
We are going green! 
This program is printed 
on recycled paper. 
